Tier 1 Production Protocol

(a) Protocol:

1. The producer shall keep any verifiable attribute as evidence of the seed grown in the planted area; such as, but not limited to, the bill of sale indicating the seed variety, seed certification number, etc.

2. Seeding may be by air, ground seeding or broadcasting.

3. There shall be a buffer zone with a distance of at least twenty (20) feet between a field planted with rice specified in this section and a field planted with any type of rice not specified in this section. The producer shall keep the buffer zone clear of rice seedlings and rice plants by removing any such rice and avoiding irrigation of the area to prevent germination of the rice.  Foundation or basic seed produced in accordance with industry seed protection standards shall have a buffer zone of at least ten (10) feet from any other rice not specified in this section.

4. Producers shall clean all planting equipment after it is used to plant rice, or require that any person who plants rice for the producer clean the planting equipment. Cleaning may be by air, liquid or other means that removes all rice seed from the planting equipment.

5. Producers shall clean all harvesting and transportation equipment after it is used to harvest or transport rice, or require that any person who performs these activities clean the equipment. Cleaning may be by air, liquid or other means that removes all rice seed from the harvesting and transportation equipment.

6. The person in physical possession of rice specified in this section shall ensure that the container or conveyance truck holding the rice continually exhibit a tag or mark that it is clearly and immediately identifiable. The tag or mark shall specify lot number, variety, field number and grower name.

7. Handlers and warehouse operators shall clean all conveyance and storage equipment to prevent mixing of rice. Cleaning may be by air, liquid or other means that removes all rice seed from the conveyance and storage equipment.

8. Rice varieties specified in this section may only be mixed for commercial purposes.

a. Any person who proposes to use a protocol more restrictive than subsection (a) shall submit the protocol to the Committee for verification. Any such proposal shall be submitted to the Committee by December 31 of the year preceding the growing season in which the rice will be produced or handled.

b. Compliance with protocols used by persons subject to this section may be audited and verified by the Commission. All protocol records shall be retained for two (2) years and shall be submitted for inspection at a reasonable time upon written demand of the Commission or its duly authorized agent.



Authority: 
Section 55022, Food and Agricultural Code.

Reference:
Sections 55040(b)-(c), and 55045(a)-(c), and 55047, Food 



and Agricultural Code.

